
Conifer Twilight



Agenda
1. Overview of Conifer’s history and Twilight process (Dragan, Rhizome)

2. Demo of the “Tombstone” that will replace Conifer (Mark, Conifer alumn)

3. Introduction to Webrecorder (Camille, Webrecorder)

4. Migration to new tools (Tessa, Webrecorder)

5. Migration quality (Mona, Rhizome)

6. Continuing web archiving (Tessa & Camille, Webrecorder)

7. Audience Q&A 👈



History
The Webrecorder hosted service was stewarded by Rhizome from to 2015 to 
2020 with support from the Mellon Foundation. Webrecorder became an 
autonomous open source organization developing web archiving tools, Rhizome 
packaged them as the renamed Conifer.

In the meantime, challenges for web archiving changed:
- more complicated web development frameworks appear
- regular websites increasingly have to protect against bots
- larger amounts of data are at risk

→ Effective web archiving tools need to capture data directly in a browser
→ Automation is highly desired by users

Conifer’s architecture is not fit for these changes.



The Tombstone
Conifer will be replaced by a “Tombstone” web app in June 2026, it will remain 
active for as long as Rhizome remains in business.

All existing collections will continue to be available, with the option to migrate to 
other open source tools and platforms made by Webrecorder.

Some access features cannot be reproduced currently:

- full text search
- legacy remote browsers
- multiple bookmark lists



Migration to New Tools
Options include keeping collections hosted with Rhizome, downloading them for 
import into a desktop archiving tool or a sophisticated hosted web archiving 
service, and self-hosting your web archives.



Tombstone Web App Demo



Introduction to Webrecorder













Migration to New Tools



WACZ Web Archive Collection Zipped
● Openly specified web archive file format 

developed by Webrecorder

● Makes web archives portable, self-describing, 

and efficient to replay

● Bundles web archive data (in ISO-standard 

WARC format) with indexes, metadata, logs, 

page lists into a single zip file

● Considered a preservation format by many, 

including Library of Congress and National 

Library of Norway



ReplayWeb.page
● Application for replaying web archive files (e.g. 

WARC, WACZ) that runs entirely in the browser

● Try it yourself: https://replayweb.page

● Used in Browsertrix for replay of crawls, 

uploads, and collections

● Can be added as a web component (custom 

HTML tag) to any web page to embed a web 

archive directly into that page. See docs: 

https://replayweb.page/docs/embedding/

https://replayweb.page
https://replayweb.page/docs/embedding/


Self-Hosting Web Archives
● ReplayWeb.page can also be used in static sites to self-host web archives as mirrors of 

the original site, with an optional banner explaining the site is a web archive

○ Powered by WACZ files stored in Browsertrix or hosted anywhere on the web

○ Blog post explaining the how it works: 

https://webrecorder.net/blog/20250325-govarchive-us-and-mirroring-sites-with-

web-archives/

● Template: https://github.com/webrecorder/web-archive-site-mirror
○ Web archive-powered static site that can be hosted anywhere

○ Includes step-by-step instructions using free GitHub Pages hosting (some 

configuration and technical know-how required)

https://webrecorder.net/blog/2025-03-25-govarchive-us-and-mirroring-sites-with-web-archives/
https://webrecorder.net/blog/2025-03-25-govarchive-us-and-mirroring-sites-with-web-archives/
https://github.com/webrecorder/web-archive-site-mirror


Migration Quality



Continuing Web Archiving



ArchiveWeb.page
● Manually archive web pages as you browse

● Available as a browser extension for 

Chromium-based browsers (e.g. Chrome, 

Brave, Edge) and as a standalone desktop app

● Excellent tool for archiving small numbers of 

pages and highly interactive content (e.g. 

dashboards, maps)

● Download web archives as WACZ or WARC 

files or upload WACZ directly to Browsertrix

● Read more and download: 

https://webrecorder.net/archivewebpage/

https://webrecorder.net/archivewebpage/


Browsertrix
● Create, schedule, manage, curate, share, and publish web archives in a modern UI

● Configure browser profiles to crawl content behind login walls and accept/reject cookies

● View live progress of crawls and dynamically exclude queued pages as the crawler runs

● Curate, share, and publish your web archives in private and public collections

● Check crawl quality with our built-in assistive quality assurance tools

● Use storage space efficiently with crawl deduplication

● Automate page behavior during crawling with built-in and custom behaviors, including 

included behaviors for social media such as Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, YouTube, and X

● Coming soon: improved rate limit/bot blocking handling, new deduplication options











Browsertrix Access & Onboarding
● Browsertrix plans: https://webrecorder.net/browsertrix/pricing/

● Discount for Conifer users: 10% off first 12 months of subscription using code CU2026
● Free trial available

● Higher-usage Teams, Pro and white glove Enterprise services also available

https://webrecorder.net/browsertrix/pricing/


Q&A



support@conifer.rhizome.org


